
 

ORCHESTRA MUSICIAN’S EXTRAORDINARY CELLO HELPS EMERGING ARTISTS 

CANADA COUNCIL INSTRUMENT BANK BUYS 1730 CELLO FOR HALF MILLION 

LONDON – Orchestra London’s Principal Cellist, Christine Newland, certainly has reason to celebrate serendipity.  

She just sold her cherished Joannes Franciscus Celoniatus cello for half a million dollars to the Canada Council 

Instrument Bank.   

The Instrument Bank, founded in 1985, is worth over $29 million and contains various violins, cellos, and bows.  

Every three years Canada’s professional classical musicians compete for the privilege of borrowing one of the 

instruments to play as they tour some of the greatest classical music venues in the world. 

In 1976, Newland secured a loan to purchase the cello for $12,000, an enormous amount at the time and a 

relatively small amount by today's standards.  However, some matches are made in heaven.  “From that first 

moment when I drew the bow over the C string, it was love at first sound!” Newland reminisces. “The vibrations 

went right through me and made the hair on the back of my neck stand up!” 

Newland always knew there was something special about the instrument and looks back with good humor on her 

own prognostications, “My whole life I used to say to people over and over, "Who knows, perhaps one day it will 

be worth a half million dollars!” Ironically that was the exact amount of an endowment fund given to the Canada 

Council for the purchase of a cello nearly 40 years later.  “How serendipitous is that!” says Newland. 

Newland’s magnificent cello was made in 1730 from black Italian poplar, rather than the more popularly used 

maple. The softer wood and the way it was cut make it flexible and supple, creating a rich alto sound, like a low 

rumble on stage. It is believed to be a twin of another cello created from the same tree, which resides at the Royal 

Academy of Music in London England, and was owned by Newland’s friend and internationally renowned cellist 

Jacqueline Du Pre.   

Yet, parting can be a sweet sorrow: “I miss it terribly,” says Newland.  She hopes for a reunion: “Perhaps one day I 

can perform my final concerto with our orchestra on my very old and dear friend!” or for a student to win the 

chance to play her cello and maybe play it with Orchestra London.     

Newland was one of the youngest recipients ever of support from the Canada Council as a young musician and is 

thankful to them for all their assistance. “It’s fitting that they would get the cello,” says Newland, “I have always 

been taken care of by them.” In recognition of their longstanding relationship, the Canada council offered to 

rename her cello, which is now known as the “Newland Joannes Franciscus Celoniatus cello”.   

 

Orchestra London’s 2012-13 season kicks off October 10
th

.  Subscriptions are available at Orchestra London’s box 

office at 609 Wellington Street or over the phone at (519) 679-8778.  Single Tickets on sale August 20
th

, 2012.  

Visit orchestralondon.ca for more information. 



 

1730 Newland Joannes Franciscus  

Celoniatus cello, valued at $750,000.  
(Curtis Lantinga) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
About Christine Newland 

Christine Newland, a Canada Council supported artist, has performed solo for CBC and BBC radio and televison,and the West 

Deutches Rundfunk. She spent two years in Germany, in the Master Class of Antonio Janigro, and toured Europe, and Canada, in the 

Dusseldorf String Quartet, as well as a six week solo tour in Japan sponsored by the Hellas Cultural Organization. In 2000, Christine 

performed, organized and promoted a special fund-raising concert for Orchestra London, held at Centennial Hall. She was loaned the 

six million dollar "Bonjour" Stradivari cello to perform an all solo cello tribute to her friend Jacqueline Du Pre. The sold out concert 

raised over $100,000 for Orchestra London. Christine shared her letters from Ms. Du Pre with the public, (quotes from Jacqueline Du 

Pre's letters to Christine can be found in Carol Easton's book "Jacqueline Du Pre".) and performed the Elgar Concerto amongst other 

solo works. Christine recalls the thrill of being allowed to try Jacqueline's famous "Davidov" Stradivari cello, when she was just 17. 

Christine also organized a fund-raising concert for 911, in which Orchestra London donated their services, raising $18,000 for The 

Red Cross in the United States, as well as a Fashion Show Fund-Raiser which was a fun evening, where the musicians of Orchestra 

London performed, and emerged throughout the performance, to walk the "catwalk" modeling clothing from local Richmond Row 

vendors. 

Still in her teens, Christine was privileged to meet Pablo Casals, and Pierre Fournier, who extended to her an invitation to study with 

him in Switzerland and was later invited to participate in Masterclasses of Rostropovich, and Sandor Vegh. Janos Starker invited her 

to study with him at Indiana University and David Soyer invited her to study with him at The Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia. 

A few years ago she had the honor of playing for Christopher Plummer at a special fund-raiser. 

She is currently principal cellist for Orchestra London, with whom she has performed solo works by Haydn, Schumann, Boccherini, 

Saint-Saens, Elgar, Giron, Shostakovich, Tchaikovsky, Vivaldi, Dvorak, Faure, and Hindemith and premiered works written for her by 

Giron, Shoushounian and Whitehead. 

Christine is also an accomplished portrait artist.  Christine's Portrait of Linda McCartney, "Angel in Heaven" was recently in the 

running in a contest on talenthouse.com offered by Sir Paul McCartney. 

About Orchestra London 

Orchestra London has been making music in the London Community since 1937. Officially incorporated in 1957, Orchestra London 

performs over 50 concerts each season across six different series. Education & Outreach programs have introduced the orchestra to 

more than 30,000 schoolchildren since 2000 and the community at-large.  Orchestra London welcomed Alain Trudel as Music 

Director in 2011. 
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